Assessment Plan for International Studies 367.01:

Writing for the U.S. Intelligence Community

This course is designed to introduce students to the writing forms and conventions of the U.S. intelligence community.  In addition to learning about writing for this community, students will learn about its history, organization, and functions, as well as the ethical/legal issues associated with it.  These topics (and especially the first and last in the list) touch on issues of (i) the U.S. and its foreign relations; (ii) how the government deals with the tensions between openness and secrecy in a democracy; (iii) how the government has used its security apparatus in domestic affairs; and (iv) how the three branches of the federal government interact.
In accord with the objectives of second writing courses, IS 367.01 will meet these learning objectives by:

1. Introducing students to forms that are not normally included in the first writing course, such as précis, oral presentation and defense, and a formal research paper.
2.   Teaching students not only how to convey expository information to an audience in writing, but also how to transform that information into an oral presentation (modeled on an intelligence briefing) that allows for the give and take of immediate audience questions and feedback.

1. Introducing students to the specific set of writing forms used by the U.S. intelligence community (CIA, NSA, etc.).   Some of these forms are common to other contexts (e.g., the corporate world, social sciences, etc.) and involve, above all, learning to foreground the most important conclusions of their work and then offer supporting evidence for those claims later (a writing style colloquially known as BLUF – Bottom Line Up Front).  They will practice making their writing clear, concise, and as unobtrusive as possible and explore the different ways of using concrete evidence to support inductive reasoning .
More specifically, students in this course will be reminded constantly that written expression is a crucial mode of communication in the intelligence community, but not the only one.  Students will also be expected to contribute to class discussions throughout the quarter and to participate actively in small-group writing workshops, where they will critique early drafts of their peers’ assignments.  Periodically, the class will engage in moderated debates designed to encourage them to think both dialogically and collaboratively.  Finally, all students will participate in formulating and delivering a group presentation (intelligence briefing).  Students will be expected to use the same skills at crafting clear and concise expository language for the oral presentation that they use for their written assignments.

Both indirect and direct measures will be used to assess the extent to which this course meets these learning objectives.  Appendix A presents a five-item questionnaire to be completed by students at the end of the course, in conjunction with the SEI instrument.  This questionnaire includes four items in which students are asked to specifically evaluate the extent to which this course meets each of the learning objectives of these GEC categories.  The fifth question asks students to offer feedback about how this course might be improved to better achieve its learning objectives.

In-class examinations and term papers will provide more direct measures of the extent to which students in this course succeed in meeting learning objectives insofar as the student will be asked to employ the general expository perspectives derived from the lectures and readings to write an intelligence information report and an analytical research paper, or “think piece,” emphasizing inductive analysis based on extensive, though limited evidence. 

The instructor will reflect upon these indirect and direct measures and will modify the course, as needed.

Every three years, the course will be reviewed by the Director of International Studies, in consultation with the instructors delivering it, to ensure that the course is meeting the relevant GEC objectives.  This assessment will be based upon student responses to the aforementioned questionnaire, the instructor’s own evaluation of the extent to which these learning objectives are met (see Appendix B), and examination of other materials from the course, including the syllabus.

APPENDIX A

Assessment Questionnaire for Students in International Studies 367.01

Please circle the appropriate response to the following.  If you have no opinion, leave the question blank:

     1.
International Studies 367.01 helped me to understand the theories and methods of expository writing as it is practiced in the more applied contexts of the U.S. intelligence community, the corporate world, and higher levels of organizational management.


Strongly







Strongly


 Agree

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Disagree

     2.
In International Studies 367.01, I improved my ability to convey expository information analytically and effectively in both written and oral forms.


Strongly







Strongly


 Agree

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Disagree

     3.
In International Studies 367.01, I learned different ways of using concrete evidence to support inductive reasoning, while recognizing the uncertainty that goes with inductive analysis.

Strongly







Strongly


 Agree

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Disagree

4.
International Studies 367.01 improved my critical thinking and exposition skills.


Strongly







Strongly


 Agree

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Disagree

5.
How might this course better achieve the objectives listed in questions 1, 2, 3, and 4?

APPENDIX B

Assessment Questionnaire for International Studies 367.01 Faculty

Please answer the following questions as fully as you can:

a) What tests or graded activities allow you to know whether students learn the following GEC objectives?

Students understand the theories and methods of expository writing and analysis suited to the more applied worlds of the intelligence community, the corporate world, and higher levels of organizational management.

Students demonstrate critical thinking through written and oral expression. 

Students retrieve and use written information analytically and effectively. 

b) Based upon your assessment of student performance in your class, how well are 
they achieving these goals?

c) What changes, if any, does this suggest you make the next time you offer this course?

